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“After much futile discussion linguists
have reached the conclusion that the data
with which they are concern yeild little or no
evidence about the origin of human speech.”
(Collected Essays by Thomas Haxley)
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% As the stream ot air passes outward trom
‘the lungs the first place where it can be
checked is in the larynx, tue box of cartilage
at the top of thz wind pipe which is some-
times called the Adam’s apple. This box cont-
ains two ridges or shelvs of tissues running
from back to front; they are called the wvocal
cord and space between them is called glottis,

When the voncal cords are brought togecher
the glottis is closed and the stream breath is
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completely stopped. If pressure from the lungs
compresses the «ir behind the glottis then the
vocal cords are suddenly drawn apart, the
result is a slight cough, which is known as
glottal stop. This sound is often heard in
English; it serves for ‘t’ in certain words e. g.
mountain) in some American dialects and
it is well-known in some Scotch pronunciation
of Saturday, bottle etc. If the vocal cords are
drawn near without comp'ete closure of
glottis the passage of air sets thier edges in to
rapid vibration, thereby causing the musical
tone called voice. Collected Essays by Thomas
Haxley).
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